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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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1 . S This communication is responsive to April 2. 2004 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are U6. 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 02 April 2004 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-1 52) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Jeffrey A. Wyand on October 29, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Please replace the abstract with the attached Abstract on separate sheet. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-6 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The 
allowability of the claims resides, at least in part, that the closest prior art of record 
Takahashi et al. (US 2001/0024098 A1) does not disclose or suggest, alone or in 
combination the step of: 

Regarding independent claim 1 , replacing means for calculating maximum 
feeding speed of the operative part from an interference detecting distance and 
an interpolation period, and replacing the feeding speed of the operative part, 
which is read out by the program analyzing means, with the maximum feeding 
speed, in combination with the other elements and features of the claimed invention. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Zoila E. Cabrera whose telephone number is 703-306- 
4768. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. EST 
(every other Friday). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leo Picard, can be reached on (703) 308-0538. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. Any 
inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-9600. 



Conclusion 



Zoila Cabrera 
Patent Examiner 
October 29, 2004 
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